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The :Fine Arts in General Education 

A revision .oi' the general education program of the tJni ver.si ty--the 

first undertaken in more than 30 years--was undertaken during .'1954-.55 by 

the institution's Curriculum Committee augmented by an ad hoc committee 

drawn from the faculty ··of each o.f th~ -underg~aduate c·olleg~s, The .latter· 

included Dea~ de Jo.ng as chairman ·of th~ subcomrnit~ee on Humanit.ie~, .i .. _,i~­
.V.ar Bateman (Spe.ech) as .a me~ber of the subcom~itte~ on Communicati~n 

··' ,, 

'Skills.,. and J • .Roman Andrus ,.(Art-~ .. , .. _as.:·chairman .and Leon Dallin (Mu,Sj:;c) 
·'· ·.... . 

Preston R. Gledhill. (Speech) as members o·f the 

When ·the new prqgram received ·prell~in~~Y 

facult;y .on Dec. 11, 1954· CJ_nd w~-s· adopt~a in -~~:t:al 

it provided Tor; .. the 

aesthetics, among the 
. . . 

de~ree: •-• .Tlie 

. ~., 



22 

were adjusted as follows: American History and Government, 3; Pb,ysical 

Science, 6; Biological Science, 6; Bocial -Science, S; Humanities and 

Fine Arts, 8. Two years later a:n additional general education area was 

apyJ.ended·~'whi.oh.iprescr.ibed:'eii:th:er )9.:hou'Dsv(J:ater amended to 6;hours) of 

Mathematics, Science, Logi~, ·. or Statistics., or the equivalent· of T2 

hour.s · (three 'semester .c.ourses) in a language. 

. _:AJ:·i·hough~ .. bie/·new·':geri.era1. education program undoubtedly brought more 
:' .. ,· 

· st11d~nt~ £~6~ o;th~r disci;lines :Lnto ·c~·n·ta~t with :c~urs·~~ in t·h~ ·a~ liege 
:. _,-:. : .. :;,.:_·. 

·of Fi~e Arts.~· :i:Lis like1.Y. that the. out~~f-:class cultural. 
_;._::·.·:· -./~· :: .. ~-~~ ••/ :;-.' ···:- .. :· .· .···. ;. ·.: .. ·· 

-: .. 

·of :the to .be of 
···r. . ' '~~ 

•',•;, 

tion 

' . . . . . . . . . 

A:~·had 

· ..... 
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1,100 in the main hall and l,Boo with the addition of fold~ng chairs 

in the ballroom at the rear of the auditorium. 

Another outlet through which the College contributed to ·the cul tur-

al environment of the campus was the regular schedule o'f ·univ·ersi ty-wide 
. . 

assembl~es which had be.en. tr.adi tional since the day.s of Kari .. G. J11aeser. 

During the Harris administration there wer·e three each week--two conduct-· 

ed bJ: the :Pr·eside.nt and one by the student of.ficers. Thes.e ·.were 

..,.··; 

.. in College Hail. unti1~'.,1941, .and thereafter i.n the Jost::Ph: .. :smith Audit_: 
... ·<·.-.· ... ·· -~.·-'· ·. ·:· .. ·. 'f .. ~;.·. -~·. '·\~!;', ·;~. .,.;' .;,.'l ··:\~\ •. :.• 

.During 

:Wilkinson ·peri··~d·, ciri'~ • s\;uc1e~t bod,;;'·:;i1o~t~~~:·a~d-
··: ... , ·: 

·w.ith L~.D .. s.~ cli~r~h l~aders o1" f~cul'tY: 
·.:.·, ... · ;'·••·. 

ing :the schedul~ -to two p~r ~eek~' .·. 
/. ,. . . . .. . 

. . . 
t'he sche.q:tile ·.to . .th~ee .per week, 

' ' ' o I 



.: . 

.Symphony Orchestra or Minneapolis .Symphony Orchestra. Seve-ral times 

each year the B. Y. U. cone ert '·band .or ·orchestra .would be presented as 

part of a special devotional prog-ram, and once ·each .autumn ·a program 

would feature student finalists in the Heber ~. Grant 

the Bpeech Department. 
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Completion of the de Jong Era 

The service of Gerrit de Jong Jr. as the first dean of the Ctil~ege ni 

Fine Arts extended f:r·om its founding in 1925 until mid-19.79 1!Vhen, at the age 

of 67, he was released from .his admi·nistratiye duties and given the title 

of Dean Emeritus. No other dean in the hi~tory of the University had 

approached that record of more than a third of a century at the helm of 

a college, and it appeared unlikely that any would match it in the future .• 

He had guided and nurtured the College under three presidents of the Univ- · 

ersity, and saw it achieve its greatest growth during the first decad..e o.f 

the Wilkinson administration. 
. : . . . . . . 

Between 1925-26.and 1950-51 the cumulative.Einrollment of 

ate stuaen.ts in the College .had risen from 95 to 30·4: ~h:L~ was a~; 

of 220 per cent, compared with an increase of 228 per cent .for 

. . . . . 

enrollment ri..se further to 677, a gain o f.l23 per cent, compar e.d 

g~i11 bf liO 11er cent for the Univers.i~ty. 
..... ·.· ., ... .. .. · ··· ... ·_._.\:'·'' : _._, . 

...... .. · .. _ .. :··· ..... ,:· 

The • faculty .of the coiiege iri~r~a~~d in immb~rs 

years, but at· a. fa.r.Io·wer ra·te. than the 
~.:·.·. ·•· 

numbe.r o/ tl1·0~···~· \;rt:li .. cl.0'6fdi~{ d~·igte:~{: .. 

·.from. 

,. :;.;. . :: ,.":~~:~~ :, ... :_::·~" 
125 per ,yea.:r ' B.nd• th~ nuiiib·~f 

:" ... :;·' - ~'. ; ~; . . . ~ 

20 per year.. .o 

See 
B.Y.U; 

----,...-..., 

'· .... 
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The continuing grovTth of the College 1 s three departments and their 

partial dispersion into various tefuporary facilities underscored a need 

for e. permanent home for the fine arts. By 1956 the Department of .Speech 

and Dramatic Arts was located in a cluster of small, pre-fabrica.ted units 

on ~he fringe of the Upper Campus 1 the Music Department was divided bet~een 

the College Buildi.ng on Lower CampUE· and the Jose}'Jh Smith Building on Upper 

Campus, and the Art Department remained some1t1hat isola ted on the upper 
' .. '"·.· ... 

floors of the Education Building on Lower Campus. The UniverE.ity pres:i.dent:; 

Dean, and department .chairme~ ·had been s~eking possible soluti~ns · to their 

spa c.~ problems, .and Dr~ de Jong. recited :these need.s i.n a. special repor·t 
. ·' .· . .··- .·. :· __ .... ····-··:. 

presented to., the ~el:leral facul t,Y Of theUnivers:ity on April 12 ~ 1956 , . 
. ·-.· .,. 

added a bit of' wry _humor crt' fhe end.' .·.i 
; • • .• . • . ., - • i, , ;·- . • • ' :· •• ~ . . . • , •. 

·what 0 f.· the' fu'turi·.?' :·:6l'i.r I.Eictiity\ine~ibets ·~:r e. 'highly 
·capable t~achers.. .They are diligent~"""every 'one works too m.any 
per day to keep Up hiE?: health :and ;the': qualit.y O·f his wo.rk: . Vife 

· ·~~;:~~j!~!~~~m;t:~~~H~::e~~:rb:~~~:~:~~~~r;;rr~~=,~~i%~tt%~ · 
· work. . B.Y.U. _needs an art 
able IJlaces to rehearse, 

' tras; i:ts . four. bands;' ; and 
should have 80 iridivid.uaJ: 

in 0hich its rich .series' bii · 
ly prese~ted. Ir:t spite ·Of 
ciates attenciing. oul~ 
ndt. exti.a-cur·ricular 
laboratory ,out'lets. for.· 

· one'~osi ::~~~~~--···~~!~~.:~:~~ .. a 
t11~··J3~ok'of JOhri {Haiii·day) 
(Han.sen).: '11 The foxe;,; have hol 
th~ Faculty of our Col1ege 

-: .. :.: 
12 .i 

· HReport of the College ·of 
. copy in College of Fin~ Arts 

. . . . 
_ .. _;,..;· 
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The .Dean v~as 8\tJare that the realization of the College's dr·eam of 

a new home was a long and complex process, and that .it had ·to begin .v;ith 

careful ~tudies of present and projected needs and their JJossible scilu-

tions. 'l'o ·this stage of planning he and his department heads had applied·· 

tbemsel ves; studying also the 'best .facilities previously de:v:eloped on 

othe,r campus.es.. Perhaps the most important concept they agreed upon was 

an integrated center for the entire College, rather than separate buildings 
.. . 

for art, ~usic,and drama which was the usual pattern at larger univer.s-' 

i ties.> In ·~uch aeenter they envisaged specialized facilities f~r e~n:certs· 
' ..... . 

and, ·dramas, ··lmt .· ~i·.t~. ~ .. re~a.t.ing 

tog~ther i~ a b·entr~l focus for 

space where anart g;liery, could joiri th~~. 
. . ,. ·." .·.••· : ........ _; -:·· ·· •• · ...... '·,,· ·, ,:.·,. _fl. :_··: ..... . 

the fi·ne arts o·~ :th~ ·~ampus ~ l3. 
·. :.',.-·.' . 

·,\. 

. ,· 

As .:the Dean .. noted iri his 1956 report, the :P~estderit .:~~:s· 
.· .. -~ ...... '.. > . '··: •. 

o.n· the' ~~a·ner. ':/:n±s ·•· ~itO:.i.· )6'{~'·w~s;·iJ> .. :rnclti,d.~:·;-~~±r1iri~:;.··E111'1~~?~T~~·±i':Lb"'·· 

: :.~ .· . 

a:: center by, the :Bo·?rd····of, Tnis.t:ees:;·;,·and, ·E1PP,F~~.~~···:c){'it's. f,u.~ding., 
···. ,._ 

Tn~s~uch ap th~8, ce.nter would 
• ,· ' • J ', • , • • • •, ' : : ·, '• • .. ' ,: .: ' • ·~' '':, ' ' '• • ' ' ·, , ' I •, 

campus; the:, gai~·ing of thes~ appr'ova.ll3 in th~ '.i1~xt 

ac'hiev~in~·~t ·on :beh~lf o.f, ~ll~ .Co~{:~ge:·:~y P!'·~~:i;a'~'hi:;~~,i~insb 
, . • t i·ri~·.·~·>·:; ';4~~; .~··a·. i 61}·6·~:~:·~·:·:~~·:.•.~;·~.; ·~~•li"::~~~ .·. ·,~··~;~··~···~e~:~·~~~~.~'{{~h~;·····~;±·;~.;·. 

ural .•Plari~i~g a~.d .. co nst1·uctio,n ·•w~:~)·.tb'',~·om;· a~~:~t.\:D~··.~~.·.· .. · .• ,..ae' 
!:: .:~-,- .. :·. ·:. -!:•. ·,: ;-:: ., ·r'l<"l- :: ._.::.· . 

· •. !'' 

'-':\ .... ~...... '• .·.:· ":., .. . -:·;· ;' , .. 

· ' YJ~~lsi~g ~.~:y~a~~;·{.t~':~e~ pgme ~ra,~ 

• > •· ·n.~r~·~·;···g···:~:,;·E~:i~.w;.£ .. :·.·_k··.·.<.~¥¥-;f~~~~J~;:~~J\t"J~:~~~'. ,t··· .. ·h., .. :·:e.:: 
• ,,., ,', • ;:,· '•' '··:· ,:·.' , < ... ' , · : ·::. ::: '; . , , _t>; · · ;: .' _,::; . :-;. , '. ~; ·~: ;; :· • 1;; •; '. :- ;, :. · :L~_'/:··; '::? :::·;.". :::•::,: _', r::: .:.~~·:·.r:_::.;,:: 

.. :nr· .. · de Jong was o·ften··re.ferred.'to bj'·ccill~·~gti~'s:: 
.· .•- ·, • ::.· . . • /. ::·: . '. :'· . '. •. . l ..... ~· 

.~:n~T::::~~~f;%~';l:~it1::;t;ti~'i~:~!~~{f ·. 

•.:·: 
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( aspects of his persona.l and professional life. '11hus 1 when he .came to B.Y.U. 

as Dean of Fine Arts, he taught not only piano, organ, and music theory, 

but also German, .French, Spanish, and eventually Portuguese, linguistics, 

phonetics, and aesthetics, with a professorship in another college. When 

the dir.ector of the B.Y.U. symphony orchestra needed another instrument-

alist, ·he would fill the vacancy; v.1h.en a faculty drama was being produced, 
· .. _, 

he would play a character role with a flair. In addition to teaching, he 

was a composer of choral, orchestral, and chamber music, and conducted 

student groups which performed them. 

In a service which matched the length of his.deariship 1 

of the general·board of the Deseret Sunday School Union for 

decades, and wrote lesson manuals for adult cilasses, 
. . 

. . . . 

Dividends fromReligion and Living the Gospel.. i;Tilh> 

languages he was effecti:ve in addres~ing L.D.S. Church 
':<,·,,· .. :. ··._. . '· . :·; .. •' 

Suriday S~hool ~dnventions iri Europ~ ~nd Latiri Ameiica~ih 
.. '•;. 

native tongues •. · 
~- ... 

. As. a li~gui~t .he ~r~te pa,pers ·op. -the -~\3~dl~in~;·:b·:f: ffi6,ae:f;n< · 
.. :··,. .· '. .:,.-~: : ... :_:_ .. ;· ... -:~~;:·->.: ', .:.;·-··:~·-·,,·.·· -~· ...... :; .. ·. :·(::_,.:::, .~_.':·:_.;,:'·::'~/.·::(. __ :·~·>.:.:;; __ :;;: '··' .. 

and 

scholar i!l. 

With 
. . . ·. 

~t.uderi.ts of hi.s. 
·, . . ~ :.; ' 

announced individually in 

only dean who could call th~ names. of thbse :fr:offi his 
,", ··.· :·:· ....... 

·,\ , .. ,. 

nuinber) without 'referii]1g to a wri~tteri ii'~±: '> 
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The Utah Academy o.f Sciences, Arts, and Letters, v1hich he had helped 

to foster more than two decades earlier, conferred on him its Distinguished 

Service Award in 1950. The B.Y.li. Alumni Association .presented him the 

Karl G. Maeser Distinguished Teaching Award in 1959, and at the August 

commencement in 1972 he received the David 0.· HcKay Humanities Award from 

the University in recognition of his 4? years of service. 

When in 1959 .he left the deanship and the office he had occupied for 

33 ·years in 240 College .Building., he continued full-time teaching as pro- .,., .. 

feasor of languages for an additional 13 years, with a11 office in the·· 

David 0. NcKay Building o.n the Upper Campus. .Even through .his 70s h:is 

had .no touch of gray, and he. was a popular lecturer 

grou:ps; Only wh·e11, ·:a:t the age of So, he 1:3uffered a 

. he acce~t. r~tire~ent. a·nd ,a_ ·r:eauctiori ·of 

' . 

substituting for a colle~gue in a class 

.home 




